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AN INTERVIEW WITH

MICHAEL PARKS

WILL BRONSON RIDE AGAIN?

BY JOHN WARREN
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Fact is, the Bronson series did a
lot to “immortalize” the Sportster,
and the series also played a large
part in improving the average citizen’s
outlook toward motorcycles and mo-
torcycle riders. And if you're one of
those who really enjoyed watching
Bronson putt across the screen, you
may be interested to know that there
are plans in the works to bring Bron-
son back for a twe-hour TV special.

We met up with Michael Parks at
Daytona this year where he was one
of the “headliners” on hand for the
Harley-Davidson Bike Week activities
in helping The Muscular Dystrophy

continued to page 67
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RIDES AGAIN ...

Association fund-raising program
Harley is so actively promoting.

Parks is a quiet sort of guy, not
much on making speeches, and cer-
tainly a whole ot happier to be on a
scoot away from a crowd that's wait-
ing to hear him talk. Talking with
him about his own background in
motorcycles, seems he's been riding
since before he was old enough to
legally ride. His first machine was
an Indian that he got back in 1950—
he says he was 10 years old at the
time. From there, it was a steady
round of Harleys, Triumphs, dirt
bikes and whatever else crossed his
path with the right price tag.

His current machine is a 1967 Shov-
el that he's just finished building.
Didn't get to see any photos of the
bike but it must be some kind of a
machine—he sure perked up and got
excited talking about that scoot.

We discussed the original “Then
Came Bronson” seriss, which ran
for two years, 1969 and 1970. It
was interesting to listen to Parks
talk about some of the pressure on
the show' concerning helmets, the
concern of whether a state with a hel-
met law would let a scene without
helmets (filmed in a non-nelmet state)
run. Parks says they kept the series
as close to “real” as possible, al-
though sometimes there were some
descrepancies he was forced inte
because of a script.

While we were talking to him, one
angry biker came over and chewed
him out for being a “phony” because
of a scene where Bronson used the
kickstarter and the sound of the
bike’s start didn't match. The pro-
blem was in the sound “mix”, not a
point within Bronson’'s control. He
shrugs his shoulders. Not much he
can say to change the opinion.

Parks is one of those individuals
who stands ready to support what he
believes in, such as the helmet is-
sue. A resident of California, Parks
put his name on the line when it
came time to vote on the issue of
a mandatery helmet law as a "no".
Not that he's against helmets, like
most of us believe, Parks feels that
wearing a helmet should be a matter
of free choice. One of the comments
he made about the prejudice to mo-
torcycle riders on the helmet issue
is why there isn't similar pressure on
automobile drivers being mandated
into wearing a helmet while driving.
Don't think any of us need to be told
there are a whole lot of head injuries
in car accidents—injuries that the
wearing of a helmet would have made
a big difference in the degree of dam-
age inflicted to the individual.

Recent credits for Parks has been
an NBC Movie of the Week, “Dial M
for Murder”, a recently released mo-
tion picture “Hard Country”, and
he's also a talented jazz musician
and screenplay writer.

Well, “Hang in there, now," a
phrase Bronson kind of owns the title
to, and maybe we’'ll all get to see
Bronson and his Sporty thunder
across our American highways and
byways in living color again. i
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