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be—you don't deserve it

Mike was 15 when he was marrioed
for the first time. I didn'l really wanl
to gel married, but | fell it was ha
right thing to do."” He still supporis
his 13-year-cld daughter, although o
mother has subsaguently remarnied,

While he was still a teanager Parks
ran off to North Beach, the Bohemian
section of San Francisco, whera ho did
concert readings in the collee housos
whan he wasn't washing dishes.

For tha next four years he wandared
all over the state, performing with small
theater groups—as he simultanoously
followed the crops, working as a mi-
gratory fruit picker. As his agont, Jack
Fields, points out, “In many ways he's
very self-indulgent, but you can't find
a belter son or brother. He was send-
ing wirtually all the money he earned,
picking crops, back to his family."

Fields took him on in 1960, and for
a while things looked great. Universal
signed him to a long-term contract,
and people began fo compare him with
James Dean, Marlon Brando and Mont-
gomery Clift. It's not the sort of thing
that Parks appreciates—believing, as
all artists must, that he's someone
special and unique. SHll and all, it beais
being compared with Rod Cameron,
Jon Hall or Wayne Morris. Ha wasn't,
in short, just another preity face. He
was an exciting young aclor going
places.

In 1964 Universal pul him in “Wild
Sead," a low-budgel sleeper that gassed
the critics and the other four or
five people who saw i, He then did
several TV guest! shots, the most no-
table baing a Channing episode called
“An Obelisk for Benny.' Unfortunataly,
somawhere along the line, Parks gol a
reputation as a big-mouth and a trouble-
maker. He worked more on loan-oul
fo other studios than he did for Univer-
sal. But the movies were bad, and
Parks was invariably miscast. Among
the turkeys to his credil, or discradit,
were 'Bus Riley's Back in Town,” “Tha
Idol,'" “It's What's Happening™ and ""Tha
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Bibla"~In which he got to run around
s Adam, sans (g leal,

Hig protlem has bean that he thinks
ha knows L all, O course, he may, But
In Hollywood you'ra allowed lo know it
all and gal away with it only when
you'van gol the box-office roceipts 1o
back you wup, Otherwiso, the stock
anawar o evoryihing Is: I you're so
amarl, why ain't you rich? And Lord
knows Parks (sn't rich.

He comos on brash, arrogant, de-
longiva and insacure. He is also un-
doniably lalented, || he were half as
talenled and Iwice as diplomatic, he
would have hoad Ihis lown by the tail,

How undiplomatic is he? By compari-
son, Don Rickles is shy and retiring.
Lew Wassarman, who rules Universal, is
probably the single most influential man
in Hollywood., He was also, for more
than five years, Parks' boss, There is a
joke that suggests his status: “'Did you
hear aboul Wassarman's accidem?"
“"Mo, what happened?’ "He was out
faking a walk this morning and got hit
by a molorboat.”

You and | can chuckle about it, but
if you're under contract to Universal
you'd better believe that Wasserman
walks on waler if you know what's

*good for you. Parks, however, is the

sort of guy who would nol only point
out that the emperor is naked but
would commenl on higs physique. He
made no secret of the fact that he
despised Universal: Universal felt the
same about him. And they were not at
all reluctant 1o lel the young actor's
prospective employers know it. To hear
some of the people al Universal talk
about him, you'd guess Parks was re-
sponsible lor avery calamily from World
War Il to "The Loves of Isadora.™
Whon | called his agenlt 1o set up
our firsl interview, for another slory, Jack
Fields suggested that Parks meet me at
my ollice, | explained that | had no office
but would be happy o meal him af
my house. Although Parks makes his
homa in tha hills of Santa Barbara, —

al




E=n 100 miles from my place,
pe My doorbell promptly at 11 the

o moming. At 5-feet-10, he was
good foor inches shoner than I had

= orooped siylishly around his ankles.
We adiourned fo my back vyard,
-m I promptly took a disliking to
in @act within 10 minutes | was
o ivite him to climb back in his
return fo the hills.

ihe time he was boasling about
that he didn't have a publicist,
though thai was supposed to con-
. wince me he was a great and pure tal-
ent, uncorrupted by Hollywood's value
syslem. The rest of the time he seemed
fo have his little heart set on picking
a fight. "Why do you want to interview
me?" he wanted to know. "'Did zome-
one tell you | was a bad, bad boy?"

“Are you?"'

“Mo, mother,” he cooed.-"“Well, why
do you want to interview me?"

“It's an assignment. I'm a free-lance
writer. A better question iz why you
want me fo interview wou. I'm only
doing my job. All I've done so far is
walk from my bedroom to my back
yard; you're the one who's driven 120
miles. Obviously this is a hell of a lot
more important 1o you than it is o me."

Subdued, he replied, "Do you think
its fair for a writer who doesn't like
his subject to write about him?"

Teed-off, | answered, I didn’t know
you from Adam—pardon the joke—
when you rang my doorbell. | didn't
dislike you; | had no reason to. But,
believe me, I'm working on it now."”

That apparently satisfied him. We
spent the next six hours quite com-
patibly. We discovered we were both
cigarette fiends. | discovered il about
him when he began to rifle through all
my ashtrays, looking for butts.

He is married to his third wife. His
second, Jan Moriarty, a lovely young
actress, died in 1864 of an overdose
of pills. He didn't talk about-it, but
Fields did: “They had been married

32

. birth control.

only five weeks, and three of thosa
weeks he was on location, shooting
‘Wild Seed.’ A lot of people like lo
think he drowve her to it, but it was an
accident. They were very much in love.™
There is no easy way to understand
Parks, He is not a typical actor, or &
vpical 29-yvear-old, or a ftypical any-
thing, for that matter. Mot being a
pigeon, he can't be pigeonholed.
For instance, | knew he had just
finished producing an anti-capital-
punishment film for the American
Civil Liberties Union the day be-
fore | met him. So | assumed he was
a liperal. MNothing of the sort. About
the Pope's banning of the pill: “I'm
very happy about it. I'm opposed to
People are beginning to
look at children as a plague. That's
terrible.”’ Welfare: "I'm against it the
way it is now. Too many -people col-
lecting it own new cars and go to the
race track all the time.” The Supreme
Court: "It's a laugh; it's not a good
laugh.. They're undermining justice and
destroying the Constitution."” Gun regi-
siration: “I'm opposed to it. In 1936
Hitler made the Germans register their
guns, and in 1939 he just wen! around
and collected them with no trouble.”
His candidate in 1968: “"George Corley
Wallace. He knew what he believed in,
and he wasn't afraid to speak out.”

You may disagree with him, bul un-
like many of his fellow actors, he does
more than pay lip senvice 1o his basic
beliefs. He believes that most of the
stuff churmned out for the movie and TV
cameras is slop unfit for swine, and,
as a result, when he appeared in the
video wversion of “A Hatful of Rain,” it
was his first acting job in six months.
“They paid me $5000, but then I didn't
work again for nearly five months.
That's less than the average working
man earns in a year,” he says in
amazement, as if that financial fact of
life hadn't occurred to him until that
very moment.

He's against the welfare slate, the —»
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% geting something for nothing,
snlike most people who are against
B public dole only when they'ra not
on it Parks had recent opporiunity to
prowe the sincerily of his corwvigtions.
IW-producer Quinn Martin (The F.B.I.,
The Fugitive, etc) had planned to
branch out into feature production in
conjunction with ABC-TY. It was his
intention to feature Parks in his inilial
- production. They signed contracts, but
that was before Martin and ABC
reached their much-publicized parting
of the ways, Parks, an innocent by-
standear, got paid off in full

Harboring guilt feelings about the
pay-off, he discussed the matter with
his ageni. As a result, Fields paid a
highly unusual wisit to Mr. Martin, He
explained that while Parks had severe
financial burdens {support of his sepa-
rated parenls, his presenl wife and her
twa children by a previous marriage,
and his own 13-year-cld daughter), he
dign't, in point of fact, lose any Op-
portunities 10 work simply because he
had signed on the dotted lina, Or, as
Fields puts i, “No one was breaking
down our door.” On the other hand,
"He needed the money desperately, so
I told Martin that, as far as Mike was
concernad, it was only a loan, and as
soon as he makes three more movies
he'll pay it back in full.”

Will he maka three more movies?
Probably. He is determined, at least,
to make one for the great director Jean
Rencir, who is a friend and second
father o Parks. As Fields says, “If a
studio called tomorrow and said, “We
want Mike for a picture with Liz Taylor,
Richard Burlen and Marlon Brando,
and we'll give him 1op billing, a million
dollars and 10 percent of the gross,” |
can swear to you that Mike wouldn't
equivocate if the deal conflicted with
Jean's movie, Jean means too much to
him."

Will he make it big in Hollywood?
Farks believes ha will. But, as Fields
confesses, “There are still peopla in

this town who'd like to cut his heart
out and make a salad of it.”

Early last year Mike's younger

brother, Jimmy, died. He was skin-
diving on his birthday, when he got
tangled in kelp. By the time he was cul
free, it was too late. He died on his
way fo the hospital, “Mike,” a friend
racalls, “'wenl up 1o the mouniains by
himselt and just wailed for days.”
" Figlds balieves that the tragedy al-
tered him greatly, ““Whoever usas him
now will get a great talent in its most
coaperative farm. He's matured since
Jimmy's death. He knows he has all
these responsibiliies 1o bear by him-
self. He wants to work, He neads 1o
wark, | told him all along, you closed
doors with Spiegel and Huston and
Wassarman; | told him, you're winning
Pyrrhic victories, but you're really los-
ing the war. It's finally beginning 1o
sink in."

Years ago, Parks had an interview
with Sandy Meisner, who was then
head of casting al 20th Cenlury-Fox.
“| antered the outer office,” he re-
calls, "and the place was full of young
actors and actresses, | felt like a freak:
all the guys looked like Gardner Mc-
Kay and all the girls looked like Millie
Parking. | hadn't vet had my two front
teeth capped, and they looksd like
tangs. Plus, | had a couple of resl
good zitzes—pimples—on  my face.
Meisner took one look at me and said
I'd nevar work in pictures., He told me
to go to Mew York, where, | guess,
zitzes are appreciated.”

Well the fangs are gone, the zitzes
are gone, Meisner's gone, and whatever
happened 1o Gardner Mokay?

The last thing Parks did for Universal
was a two-hour movie for TV titled “An
Act of Piracy.” Happily burning his
Universal bridges behind  him, he
laughs, "1 was forced to play a fal,
bald, gold-loothed, 40-year-old Mexican
revolutionary, They say | came across
like a cross betwsen Fernando Lamas
and Marlon Brando; | think it's more —



ontime

Bem Alfonso Bedoya and Dame May
Whitty. When | finished it, Universal
asked me if | wanted out of my con-
tract. Well, it was like asking a slave
if he wanis his freedom.”

When, more than a year ago, | asked
him fo fake a guess as lo whal free-
dom might mean 1o him, he shook his
head: "In 'Dante’s Inferno,’ Dante asked
his guide who those people were who
were being punished so severely, and
the answer was, they are those who
dared to predict the fulure.'"

In the time since he refused o
hazard a guess, Parks has slepped into

. Then Came Bronson and cut &
country-and-Western album, "Closing
the Gap."

| called Fields 1o find oul how this
career turmnaboul had taken place in
one short year. "As you know, we
had a history of frouble with Mike, bul
—hknook wood—ha's turned into the
most cooperative Kid in the world.
Maybe for the firs! time in his Iife,
he's happy. We've heard nothing but
nice things from the actors and the di-
rectors who've been working with him.
You know what the key is with that kid?
Don't ever give him orders; if you just
lake the lime fo falk 1o him, he'll de-
liver the goods.”

Recently | caught up with Parks in
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T legrned somelhing sbout mysell, | ke
mediacrity.”

Wyoming. He was enjoying the saries—
and enjoyed having his wife and kids
with him—""That's the only way to do it."

Abaut the motorcycling, he says, "l
do my own riding—but not the slunts,
Beating death that way doesn’t furn
me on. | don't nead fhat; I'm an actor,”

His only regret with the series is
that the role is so demanding in larms
of tima, "I'm in nearly every scenge—
and, so, there's no chance U'll gel o
direct this season. Maybe next year.”

Finally, mustering up the courage, |
put it to him: Why a TV series? Was
he just fed up with earming “less than
the average working man”? When we
had discussed his fulure career a year
bafore, he had dismissed a series as
virfually unthinkable,

He first answered the question with
& laugh. Then: “| think Bronson can
be very good.-1 mean, thera's a lot of
freadam in the concept; Bronson's not
locked into a place or a job. But let's
face it, TV wasn't my first choice. When
we falked about it last time, | said a
series is oul—unless there's nothing
elze. And there wasn't. | had no other
affers. Mo ane wanted me. Herb Solow,
over at MGM, couldn't get any of the
netwarks 1o take a chance on me. He
finally gave them 24 hours to make a
decision: either they could pick up the
geries or he was going fo put up a
million dollars of his own money and
make Bronson as a fealure, | guessed
that convinced them; the next morning
MBC had a change of hearl—and here
we are,'"

Here we are. Wyoming, A TV series
which seams to be doing okay in the
ratings. Maybe & chance o direct next
season, If thare iz a next season. May-
be a million dollars of his own, if Bron-
s0n keeps cycling long enough. Maybe
an Emmy this year, Maybe an Oscar
some other year. Whatever his future,
it should be inferesting to watch it un-
fold,

Ag for those of us who have been
bedaviled by fangs and zitzes of our
own, we can only wish him wall.




